Liebe alle,

[bookmark: _GoBack]mit dem untenstehenden Text sende ich euch meinen aller ersten Aufschlag für mein Promotionsvorhaben zu. Ich verstehe es als Verschriftlichung einer ersten Idee, um über diese in den Austausch zu treten. Wie ihr sicherlich beim Lesen merken werdet, habe ich zunächst einiges zum Hintergrund aufgeschrieben, sozusagen eine Einbettung meiner Idee in die „großen“ Konzepte. Das hat mir geholfen, mir aufzuzeigen, aus welcher Richtung ich komme und aus welcher Perspektive ich auf die Thematik hinaufschaue. Ich habe dann grob ein Problem und erste Forschungsfragen notiert, die ich gerne mit euch besprechen und diskutieren möchte. Das methodische Vorgehen, Fallauswahl etc. ist eng an das Forschungsprojekt „Frauen, Flucht – und Frieden? Friedensfördernde Praktiken von Frauen in Flüchtlingslagern“ gekoppelt. Zum theoretischen Rahmen habe ich bisher noch nichts geschrieben. 

Ich würde gerne meine ersten Ideen mit euch diskutieren und freue mich über euer Feedback dazu.
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Young people in protracted refugee situations – what does peace mean for them?

Background: conflict-induced displacement and protracted refugee situations
Large numbers of refugees worldwide are accommodated in refugee camps where people receive protection in host countries after incidents like conflict-induced displacement, persecution and violence (Agier 2011; Jaji 2012; Kibreab 2007). Since the 1950s, The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) has been given the mandate by the international community to protect and assist refugees and find durable solutions to their situation (Loescher et al. 2012). In general, humanitarian refugee protection is carried out by UNHCR and the host government that cooperate mainly with non-governmental organisations to provide food, services and care to refugees in camps (Inhetveen 2010; Janmyr 2014; Jansen 2011). Camps became the politically preferred accommodation for refugees in host countries since the Second World War as they allow for direct access to as well as control and power over refugees (Hyndman 2000; Malkki 1995: 498; Turner 2016: 139). The camps’ capacities, structure and management are similar around the world and are characterised by temporally and regionally confined locations of accommodation until durable solutions are feasible (Kibreab 2007; Krause 2019). 
Therefore, humanitarian refugee protection is limited to the assistance and protection of refugees after their arrival in their host country. As a result, the global refugee regime is described as being reactive, exile-oriented and refugee-centered (Gottwald 2014: 533; Krause 2016b: 47; Loescher et al. 2012: 19). This view neglects people’s motivation for fleeing. It solely focuses on refugee protection in host countries and does not take any conflict management, conflict transformation and peacebuilding activities in countries of origin into consideration (Krause 2015a: 237; 2016b: 47).
The structure and organisation of refugee camps – located remotely, consisting primarily of tents and simple huts especially in camps in countries of the Global South – shows signs of temporality and provisional arrangements (Agier 2011; Krause 2019). However, in reality, they develop into long-term solutions where people often have to live for years in so-called protracted refugee situations. The term refers to situations in which at least 25,000 refugees of the same nationality have been living in exile in a country of asylum for at least five years (UNHCR 2019: 22). They are caused by continuous violent conflicts and endure because of the failure to end such conflicts and promote peacebuilding (DeRouen and Barutciski 2007; Milner 2014). Therefore, refugees are unable to repatriate to their countries or places of origin, the durable solution widely preferred by political decision makers (Loescher et al. 2012: 112-16; UNHCR 2019: 28-33), due to ongoing conflict-related insecurities. Consequently, they have to stay in prolonged exile in host countries for years up to several decades (Loescher et al. 2007). 
The direct relationship between continuance of conflict and duration of refugee situation is captured in the concept of conflict-induced displacement. It represents an attempt to describe the linkage between conflict and forced migration. It applies to situations in which people flee from direct or indirect consequences of conflict and subsequent violence. Additionally, it takes into account how ongoing conflicts prevent refugees from returning to their places of origin (Krause 2015a: 237; Lindley 2008: 8; Lischer 2007: 143). The concept thus includes conflicts as a cause of forced migration and considers how slowly increasing, re-erupting and long-lasting violence as a part of conflicts can evoke or lead to corresponding sudden and wide-scale, re-occurring and continued refugee movements (Adhikari 2013; Krause 2016b: 47f.; Zolberg et al. 1989).

Life in a camp structure and the image of vulnerability
Despite of the background of their emergence as post-conflict situation, refugee camps represent living spaces. They are a temporary home for a diverse range of people. However, life in a refugee camp has specific characteristics that impact the people living in it. It is shaped by various challenges, dangers and risks but also by opportunities refugees meet and exposures they face. 
Humanitarian organisations and their practices play a special role in the camp structure. Responsible for the assistance and protection of refugees in camps, they gain importance in situations of prolonged exile (Krause 2019). Their administrative rules and regulations together with the norms and values they pursue determine refugees’ lives in camps. Given their mandate they are able to exert control over the people they are responsible for. They decide on access to and exit of the camp. Inhetveen (2010) describes the power relations that develop in refugee camps as polyhierarchical (2010: 193-212). It implies that on the one hand, specific power structures between refugees and the humanitarian agencies evolve, and on the other hand, a hierarchisation of power develops among refugees. Next to specific power relations between refugees and humanitarian agencies of the international refugee regime, life in a refugee camp is guided by the concept of vulnerability. The image of the refugee as passive victim in need of humanitarian assistance is imposed on refugees (Krause 2019) and they are often treated accordingly: an anonymous mass dependent on external help without any personality, hopes, dreams and aspirations. Moreover, research shows how violence persists in refugee camps after forced displacement. Next to military attacks against refugees, refugee camps are misused as military bases, for radicalization as well as a place for retreat and resting for combatants (Achvarina and Reich 2006; Janmyr 2014: 204-10; Milner 2005). In particular, violence observed and reported in refugee camps shows gender-specific characteristics. Whereas men and boys may experience violence and forced recruitment by conflicting parties, women and girls often suffer from sexual and gender-based violence, which persists beyond the conflict (Ferris 1990; Janmyr 2017; Krause 2017).

Agency of displaced persons
The view on refugees as especially vulnerable people and the focus of research on violence regarding those who forcible fled explicitly neglects any form of agency exercised by refugees. However, more recent work increasingly stresses refugees’ active engagement with their situation, their resilience and their coping strategies with respect to their live in the camp (Gladden 2012; Hutchinson and Dorsett 2012; Krause and Schmidt 2018a). In this context, the way refugees organise and structure their day-to-day life represents an important characteristic of coping. Ethnographic studies provide valuable insights into every day practices of refugee camps. Krause (2016) reveals in her study with Congolese refugees in Kyaka II Refugee Settlement in Uganda that, apart from violence and restrictive conditions in the encampment situation, refugees spend time with friends, meet in bars, go to the market or to church (Krause 2016a: 206f.) Jansen (2011) shows how especially the youth comes together to watch English football on TV in Kakuma Refugee Camp in Kenya (2011: 123) and Agier describes video shops, hairdressers and football pitches established by refugees (Agier 2002: 326; 2011: 55). All these practices illustrate the creation of a “normal” living space where people come together and organise their lives according to their needs.
Furthermore, refugees establish political structures among themselves and build their own forms of representation and hierarchies within the camp structure (Inhetveen 2010: 193ff.; Lecadet 2016). They challenge the humanitarian refugee system through protests (Moulin and Nyers 2007) and make valuable contributions to their own well-being and their host countries’ economies through their huge variety of economic activism (Betts et al. 2014). Moreover, various examples show how women specifically develop coping strategies to deal with their lives in refugee camps after conflict-induced displacement and fear of violence during encampment. Support received from the community, friends and family but also religion and spirituality play key roles for women in dealing with their situation in the camp (Fiddian-Qasmiyeh and Ager 2013; Gladden 2013). To protect themselves against violence, women exercise joint coping practices like getting together in groups to collect firewood to avoid sexual and gender based violence (Krause and Schmidt 2018b: 57). Furthermore, refugees actively make use of the structures of the camp and the opportunities it offers to them. In this context, they question traditional norms and patriarchal structures and become agents of change. This specifically applies to the young generation where girls challenge gender roles, enjoy education and create their own economic opportunities (Ensor 2014). Likewise, young men confront existing age relations and escape the control of the older generation by using the camp structure for their own advantage. They openly speak up against elders, become politically active, take over leadership functions and start their own businesses (Turner 1999).

Young people in protracted refugee situations
Young people experience a special role in the context of protracted refugee situations. Born and raised in camps it was their parents or grandparents that were forced to flee not they themselves. The older generations can still keep the vivid image of their country or region of origin they feel closely connected to (Jansen 2011: 24). Whereas parents and grandparents often feel an urgent desire to return home, the youth does not share this kind of longing. Nevertheless, their reality is inextricably linked with the place of the refugee camp and the experience of displacement because of the restrictions (of movement, of access to certain services etc.) they face in their day-to-day life and the lack of belonging they are dealing with (Hart 2014). Consequently, the social and physical environment of the camp largely affects the youth. They are influenced by the experiences of their own family, of loss, a new beginning, and potentially by traditions from their places of origin. They are shaped by international humanitarian agencies and their powerful practices, their goodwill and the dependency on them. They receive education from these humanitarian actors and learn about their programmes. Additionally, the great variety of people offers the opportunity to make contact with many different individuals and be exposed to other views and practices. 	Comment by Nadine Segadlo: In the course of work: specific definition of young people needed (defined by age?)

In the past, the literature on young people growing up in refugee camps has largely focused on restrictions the youth are confronted with and has therefore mainly looked at it from a violence perspective. One strand of literature specifically examines the effects of the so-called “life in limbo” on young people. Encampment and the lack of opportunities that goes with it is described to cause frustration and boredom among the youth, especially the male youth, who lack employment and responsibilities to organise their lives in a meaningful way (Turner 1999: 12). Sometimes this leads to youth becoming rebellious in the camp (Jansen 2011: 86). Changing social and gender relations cause the involvement in domestic violence and/or sexual and gender-based violence (Krause 2015b, 2015a). Another strand of literature places emphasis on the phenomenon of “refugee warriors” (Adelman 1998; Perera 2013). In some cases, the restricting encampment situation encourages young men to join armed movements. In others, they are forcedly recruited by armed groups. 
However, more recently, research refrains from looking at young people in refugee camps as passive victims and stresses that despite of hardship young people are resilient actors that meet opportunities and actively use them (Hart 2014). One example is education that changes gender relations. Young women actively take up new roles and challenge traditional practices by insisting on secondary education or actively take part in empowerment programmes (Ensor 2014; Grabska 2011: 85; Jansen 2011: 214). Also young men question elders by freeing themselves from existing norms and becoming active in politics and business (Turner 1999). Researchers like Guyot (2007) argue that children and youth are capable of actively contributing to the betterment of their situation because the environment of a protracted refugee situation enables them to develop specific competencies. They use their gained experiences and knowledge to cope, adapt, protect and organise themselves (Guyot 2007: 162). Previous studies have pointed at youth leadership, young people’s political engagement and education as examples of their agency (Evans 2008; Jansen 2011: 63).

Research problem and preliminary research questions
Humanitarian agencies largely emphasize young people’s potential as peacebuilders (Guyot 2007). Their suitability for promoting a peaceful coexistence between communities and former enemies is stressed. Peace education and programmes on peacebuilding play a huge role in non-governmental organisations’ activities in the educational sector in refugee camps. However, despite of these efforts and a shift towards analysing refugees’ agency in general and the youth’s coping strategies in particular, little is known about young people’s own understanding of peace.  Although research focuses more and more on children’s and youth’s resilience and their capacity to engage with protracted refugee situations, peace as a motive for their action has been widely neglected. Whereas peace is considered as a basis for repatriation of refugees to their places of origin, young people’s own views and practices regarding peace to achieve their future aspirations and dreams remain unknown.
Therefore, this study first wants to examine young people’s understanding of peace with a specific focus on their own experiences before it wants to investigate which factors shape and influence this specific understanding.
It is assumed that the school environment, peace education and programmes carried out by the structures of the international refugee regime impact young people’s understanding of peace. Second, their socialisation within their family, their parents’ and/or guardians’ view on peace influences their understanding. Third, friends, peer groups and their social network contribute to a specific view on peace. Fourth, the media/social media and exposure that comes with the environment of a refugee camp shape this understanding.
Lastly, the study is interested in analysing whether and how their understanding of peace affects their future hopes and dreams.
It focuses on the following preliminary research questions:
1. What does peace mean for young people in conflict-related protracted refugee camps?
2. What factors influence their understanding of peace?
3. Which role does peace play in their future aspirations, hopes and dreams? / How does it affect their future hopes and dreams?

Methodological approach
Case study of Kakuma refugee camp in Kenya: established in 1992 it represents a protracted refugee situation that was established due to conflict-induced displacement. It resembles typical structures of administration and refugee protection. It accommodates about 190,000 refugees who have mainly fled conflicts in South Sudan, Somalia and the Democratic Republic of the Congo (UNHCR 2019). In addition, Kakuma refugee camp meets pragmatic research criteria, as the official language in Kenya is English and the majority of the refugees in Kakuma speaks English (Jansen 2011: 585).
The study uses a mixed-methods approach for data collection and validation. It combines participatory observation, problem-oriented interviews, focus group discussions, diary writing(?) and a survey. The selection of participants takes place by means of personal approach and a snowball system.
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